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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Colorado Brewers’ Festival welcomes beer geeks 

with Colorado Beer Connoisseur Experiences  
Fort Collins, CO
All of the best Colorado beers are coming to town this June and beer lovers nationwide will descend on Downtown Fort Collins for the 23rd Annual Colorado Brewers’ Festival.  This signature event will take place on June 23 & 24, 2012 in Civic Center Park.  This year’s festival is a beer geek’s paradise with nearly 40 Colorado breweries including nine Fort Collins breweries and boasts 70 Colorado craft beers for people to sample. Beer lovers have several new elements to enjoy at the festival this year including connoisseur and VIP experiences as well as exclusive time with brewers. 
NEW TO THE FESTIVAL THIS YEAR! 
· Connoisseur Beer Tasting Party (Friday Night)
· VIP Tasting Package (Saturday or Sunday festival package)
· VIP Connoisseur Tasting Package (Friday event and VIP Saturday or Sunday festival package) 

CONNOISSEUR BEER TASTING PARTY – (Friday night- June 22, 2012) 7-10:00pm
Downtown’s Choice City Butcher and Deli is organizing their Connoisseur Beer Tasting Party, featuring the finest Colorado beers to be held Friday, June 22th, the Friday before the Colorado Brewer's Festival. This year they are teaming up with the Downtown Business Association (DBA) to expand the event and tie it into the Colorado Brewers’ Festival.   During this weekend there will be thousands of beer aficionados from all over the country in Fort Collins. Choice City Butcher and Deli and the DBA want to welcome of these people for an exclusive connoisseur's tasting in a relaxed setting.  Like last year, a representative from each selected Colorado brewery will be pouring two of their best specialty beers. Most Colorado breweries are now developing barrel-aged beers and using brettanomyces in their brewing process.  This is a timely and costly production for them and, as such, these beers are usually not available in bars. 
The popularity of the Connoisseurs Beer Tasting Party has helped bring it to this collaboration point. Due to the high demand for tickets the first year along with the small occupancy available at Choice City, the event was moved to the Aggie Theater.  Adequate space was available to take the event to the next level. This year with the help of the Downtown Business Association, the Connoisseurs Beer Tasting Party will be held on the grounds of the Colorado Brewers Festival. This shift allows more breweries to be included and more participation from weekend beer tasters.

The owner of Choice City Butcher, Russ Robinson, has extensive knowledge of beer events and festivals. Every beer tasting and dinner they have held has been sold out prior to the event. In 2010, ratebeer.com gave them the #12th spot in the world on the best restaurant beer list. In 2011 they received the rank of #9, and in 2012 the #6 spot. The May issue of Draft Magazine recognized Choice City Butcher in their food issue.  Draft is quoted as saying, “Choice City Butcher & Deli practically invented the beer dinner!”
CONNOISSEUR BEER TASTING PARTY INCLUDES: 

· Admission to the Friday Night Connoisseur Beer Tasting Party where these Colorado Brewers’ will be serving their special batches to be tasted only on Friday: Avery Brewing Co., Crooked Stave, Crabtree Brewing Co, Breckenridge Brewery, Bristol Brewing Co., Fort Collins Brewery Funkwerks, Great Divide Brewing Co., Grimm Brothers Brewhouse, Left Hand Brewing Co., New Belgium Brewing Co., Odell Brewing Co., Oskar Blues Brewery and Pateros Creek Brewing Co. (This is a partial list of breweries pouring). 
· Gourmet food prepared by Choice City Butcher & Deli – paired with some Colorado beers and a commemorative VIP chalice. 
· A chance to have one on one conversations with brewers, sample exclusive/limited Colorado beers. 

· One day general admission into the festival – either Saturday or Sunday (Tasting Tickets not included)

VIP TASTING PACKAGE – (Saturday or Sunday, June 23 & 24, 2012)
 The VIP Treatment at the Colorado Brewers’ Festival is now a reality for beer lovers.  They can enjoy a full day of access to the Choice City Butcher and Deli VIP Tent filled with limited and special Colorado beers not found in the larger festival, beer paired gourmet food from Choice City Butcher and Deli included, intimate musical entertainment, shade and a place to socialize with brewers.   

VIP TASTING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

· Early access into the festival -11:00am-12:30pm to avoid lines & allow more time talking with the different brewers

· A separate entrance into the festival

· A voucher for 50% off any single item of Official Colorado Merchandise 

· Full access to the greater Colorado Brewer’s Festival grounds

· 10 Taster Tickets & commemorative taster mug

· The VIP area includes full access into the Choice City Butcher & Deli VIP tent all day, includes special food prepared by Choice City Butcher & Deli VIP tent all day and the chance to taste different breweries that are not offered outside in the regular festival area, these are the smaller breweries who are on their way to becoming big. And this area also allows people to take a break in the shade, listen to guest speakers and hang out tasting exclusive beers.

VIP BEER CONNOISSEUR TASTING PACKAGE INCLUSIONS

The whole Beer Geek ultimate package! This includes the Connoisseur Beer Tasting Party, and a one day VIP tasting package to the festival and access to the most sought after beers at the festival, food included and every beer geek amenity. 

VIP BEER CONNOISSEUR TASTING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

· A ticket to the Friday Night Connoisseur Beer Tasting Party (See above) 
· A VIP Tasting Package for either Saturday or Sunday at the Colorado Brewers’ Festival

COLORADO BREWERS’ FESTIVAL DETAILS:
· Date: Saturday, June 23rd & Sunday, June 24th 
 Time: 11:00am-12:30pm-VIP Only  12:30-6:30pm General Hours
· Location: Civic Center Park Area (Laporte Ave. and Howes St) Downtown Fort Collins, CO

· Tickets: www.DowntownFortCollins.com

· Advance online tasting packages are $20 per person, $25 at the gate (10 tasting tickets are included)
· NEW! Connoisseur Beer Tasting Party  $60
· NEW! VIP Beer Connoisseur Tasting Package $100 online only 
· NEW! VIP Tasting Package  $40 online /$50 at the gate 
· Admission is free for ages 12 and under
· Designated Driver Program –Admission Only $10 online and $15 at gate and DDs receive a free soda 
· Tasting/Food/Beverage Tickets are $1.00 each (Beer samples are 4 oz. samples or optional 14 oz beers) 

Proceeds from the Colorado Brewers’ Festival help fund year round downtown activities such as free concerts, St. Patrick’s Day Parade, A Fort Collins Jazz Experience, Santa’s House and the holiday lighting brought to you by the Downtown Business Association. The proceeds also fund the Fort Collins Downtown Business Association, a non-profit completely self-funded organization that promotes Downtown Fort Collins and helps to keep historic Downtown vibrant. 
Thank you to our sponsors: Music Sponsor Bohemian Foundation, presenting sponsors Bud Light, Shock-Top Belgian White, Odell Brewing Company, Hops and Shops/Super Shuttle/ Yellow Cab, Dellenbach Subaru, The Eye Center of Northern Colorado, The Rio Grande Mexican Restaurant, and First National Bank.  Thanks to our media partners Clear Channel Communications and The Fort Collins Coloradoan. And thank you to our contributing sponsors: Flexx Productions, ToolBox Creative, Choice City Butcher and Burt’s Shirts. Thanks to our host breweries: Big Horn Brewing Company, Budweiser, Coopersmith’s Pub & Brewing, Equinox Brewing, Fort Collins Brewery, Funkwerks, Odell Brewing Company, New Belgium Brewing and Pateros Creek Brewing Company. This event produced by The Fort Collins Downtown Business Association.
GENERAL INFORMATION at: (970) 484-6500 or www.DowntownFortCollins.com
###

Event & Entertainment Contact: 


Peggy Lyle (970)484-6500


Peggy@downtownfortcollins.com








